“The Cleanup of Inactive and Abandoned Mines Act” Provides limited liability relief for Good Samaritans that qualify for a permit to voluntarily cleanup an abandoned hardrock mine site.
 
The legislation contains a prescriptive description of the elements to be included in an application submitted by a “Good Samaritan” applicant.
 
The applicant is required to list the laws and regulations they are seeking liability relief from existing conditions at the site. These laws may include:
1.       The Toxic Substances Control Act;
2.       The Federal Water Pollution Control Act;
3.       The Solid Waste Disposal Act;
4.       The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act; and,
5.       Applicable environmental ordinances of a political subdivision of a State or Indian Tribe.
 
The Good Samaritan will be held liable for the work they complete and will need to be in compliance with the Toxic Substances Control Act and the Solid Waste Disposal Act for off-site disposal of mine residue.
 
Allows for some flexibility in meeting water quality standards as long as there is overall improvement in water quality as a result of the work being done.
 
Includes an exemption to Section 102 of NEPA.
 
Requires public notice of a Good Samaritan Application Permit and a public meeting prior to issuance of a permit.
 
A Good Samaritan can be an individual, a firm, a corporation, a nonprofit organization, municipality, Indian Tribe, or a government entity.
 
A Good Samaritan cannot have played a role in the creation of the historic mine residue; have no role in creating the environmental pollution caused by the mine residue; and, is not liable under Federal, State Tribal or local law for the remediation of the site.
 
The legislation authorizes States and Tribes to establish a voluntary Good Samaritan program with approval from the Administrator of the EPA.
 
Includes Enforcement provisions allowing for civil penalties and court injunctions if a Good Samaritan violates the terms of the permit and Judicial review of agency actions for issuance of permits.
