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T thatoc ur every summer '

Stay out_

{Continued from Page A-1)
be looking for a place to cool
off. Sand mining is an old
industry in this area and on a
hot day, the cool blue water is.
mighty mv1tmg, even: though
almost every one of them
knows about the. drownings

beaches and trails ]
the woods, but these are not
parks,” Eves warned.
Swimmers can cramp.
because of the cold gprings
that feed the ponds; which -
sometimes are-50. to'100- feet

deep. Heavy equipment’ oper-:’
- .ators may not see them, or-

undercut banks can cave in
arid drop them into the water.

“This is an industrial activi- -
ty. It is 2 mining operation,”.
he emphasized.

‘Horne asked” how many
kids drive ATVs. There werea
number of raised hands.

““Mining areas look like they
would be good recreationbut

“they change from'day to day,”
he said, recounting incidents
where a rider went over a hill -
to find nothing on the:other .
side, or another who Jumped a

" new hill and hit a tree on the.
other side. “Ask somebody
who works there about the
hazards,” he said.

Trooper Melvin Brisbone
had even more bad news for
ATV riders.

“Most townslups have ordi-

! nances now,” he said. “If an -

ATV is unregistered and
uninsured, we can confiscate
it. It will be forfeited and
sold.”

Criminal trespass charges
also can be filed, he said.

And there can be quick-
sand. Eves told of an incident
where kids tried to walk

.cases,. someone Imght dive i in
: 'and not come‘back up.

across what appeared to be a
dried up puddle with: a
cracked surface. It actually

- was quicksand and when the

largest broke through the
crust and started to sink, one
of the others ran for help. For-
tunately, they got back 1n

said. By the time they got to
him, he was up to his shoul-

ders

“Port Noms Sé¢hool teacher

’Paul Milbourne had'a first-

hand experience with that.
He said he was with a group
and a -girl jumped in and
never came up.

“She jumped into the deep .
portnon and we never saw her

‘again. [ don’t know how deep

it was, but once she jumped
m, she was gone,” he said.

Whether you’ call 11;::_. - San
wash, blue holeor m.mmg p1t !
those places are much more
dangerous than most realize.
One student said she had a
relative that has been swim-
ming in mining pits for 40
years and nothing ever hap-
pened. Eves responded that
the main thing is not to put
yourself in a place where you
can get hurt.
" “You can go out and run up
Route 55 and maybe never get
hurt for 40 years — it you're
lucky,” he said.

The bottom line 1s “stay
out, stay alive.”




