We salute our 2006 National Mine Champions,  2nd place Champions, and Individual Event Winners

FMC White and Red Teams
Mine Rescue Teams: Behind the Victory


   July 11-13, 34 of the best teams in the country representing 12 states competed in Field, Gas, Bench and First-Aid competitions at the National Metal and Nonmetal Mine Rescue Contest.  After two-days of competition, 14 teams advanced to the finals, a high honor in itself.  But on the third day, the best were separated from the rest, and this year FMC Green River in a competition first, took the top two spots.  Adding to the sweep, Rick Owens defended his champion status taking the win in the “Gasman” competition for the second consecutive time.   

   So what does all of this mean?  Put simply, it means that in a mine emergency, you can be sure that there is no one more qualified to perform a rescue than FMC’s Mine Rescue teams.  They are the best.

  The team members, all volunteers, have to hone skills with regard to the physical aspects of mine rescue.  But, there is also an intense “classroom” element that many people may not know about.  “They train once a month all year long with four additional days before we compete,” says Mine Rescue Trainer and Coordinator Mike Padilla.  “But they also spend countless hours studying at home.”  
Team members also take it upon themselves to prepare practice tests for each other as part of the training.  Written timed tests are part of the competition.     

   When asked what it was about this team that helped rise to the top, Mike was quick to explain, “They wanted to be there.  Their dedication and attitude toward mine rescue set them apart.”

   Mike should know a top notch team when he sees one.  He was inducted into the Metal and Nonmetal Mine Rescue Contest Hall of Fame in 2004.  Mike began his mine rescue career at Texasgulf Inc. in 1974 when he started a new team.  He served as Captain until 1998 when he became Team Trainer for FMC.  His teams have competed in over 39 contests and took national championships in 1984, 1998, 2002 and 2006.  

   “In all these years I’ve never seen any team accomplish something like this,” says Mike, “and to be a part of it just makes me you feel so good.”

    The group isn’t in it for the glory, though.  They have helped miners in three emergencies:  The Wilberg Coal Mine fire in 1984, a collapse at the Solvay Mine in 1995, and a fire at FMC in 1998. 

   Congratulations to the FMC White and Red Mine Rescue teams for their hard work and for their accomplishment.  Special thanks go out to all those who make it possible for them to compete from the managers who support their efforts to the people who cover for them while they are away at competitions.     
